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Dear Family, Friends & Benefactors
          As I write this, we have just entered into the most sacred week of the entire 
liturgical year: the days when we commemorate the excruciating physical and moral 
sufferings of Our Lord and Redeemer, increasing and intensifying to their culmina-
tion at Calvary on the holy wood of the Cross. These days cannot simply transpire in 
a superficial way, but will be spent in earnest and loving meditation on the Passion 
of Our Lord: the tremendous manifestation of Jesus’ love for His Father, and His love 
for each one of us. Throughout the sorrow of these days in which we truly try to enter 
into the dispositions of our Savior and our Spouse, we also look forward with joy to 
His glorious Resurrection. He remains our intercessor before the Father with His 
wounds as the magnificent trophies of His great love. Through the liturgy of this time, 
we seek to express something of a return for His love, as all Creation cries back to 
Him in the new life we see returning all around us.
Our very dear friend now in his nineties, a venerable Monsignor here in our Diocese, 
was asked by one of the Sisters how he was feeling. He replied, “younger than spring-
time! The older I get, the more I realize how important the way of spiritual childhood 
is!” And symbiotic as the Little Way of St. Therese is with our little Rule of St. Bene-
dict, our “little actions” amidst this season of new beginnings comes very much to 
mind. So we present a pictorial tribute to this Little Way in these pages.
Construction on our beautiful church has been steadily progressing, as you can see 
by the pictures. We were able to reach our end of the year goal by March 19th, due 
especially to an anonymous $150,000 gift. (I’ll use this opportunity to say thank you 
to this most generous soul!) We are so grateful to all of you who have been supporting 
this holy endeavor through donations and prayers. We thank especially the donations 
which come from children, offerings which touch us very deeply!
Inspired by their childlike confidence, we entrust ourselves once more to the loving 
care of St. Joseph. We still have 6 months of payments looming on the horizon, total-
ing about $2.5 million, so we humbly ask for your continued assistance. Indeed, a gift 
during these few months is worth so much more to us than it will be in six months, or 
next year. We want to be the best stewards of your charity that we can possibly be, and 
to my mind, that means assigning funds directly to our church construction, rather 
than our local bank. We hope to preclude any monies going toward interest payments 
on a hefty loan!
We want to do our part as well, and so have undertaken another recording in honor of 
the Hearts of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Be sure to watch for our order form as soon as it 
is ready, hopefully later on this Spring. Please know of our prayers for you as always!

In the Hearts of Jesus, Mary and Joseph,

A recording session of 
our new CD

The first 
year of 

making our 
own tapers 
and altar 
candles 

benedictinesofmary.org

Coming soon:

At        Ephesus

https://music.benedictinesofmary.org/donate
https://music.benedictinesofmary.org/node/27


Let us save especially 
the souls of priests; 
these souls should 

be more transparent 
than crystal ... Alas, 

how many bad priests, 
priests who are not 

holy enough... Let us 
pray, let us suffer for 
them, and, on the last  
 day, Jesus will be grate-
    ful. We shall give Him  

souls! –St. Therese

For me, prayer is a surge of the 
heart: it is a simple look turned 
toward heaven, it is a cry of 
recognition and of love, em-

bracing both trial 
and joy. –St. Therese

Prayer ought 
to be short 
and pure,

unless, per-
haps it is length-
ened by the inspi-
ration of divine 
grace.  –Rule of St. 

           Benedict

O Bread 
of exiled 
souls! 
Holy and 
heavenly
Host!
No more 
do i live- 

It is the Gospel 
itself, it is the 
heart of the 
Gospel that 

she rediscov-
ered; but with 

what grace and 
freshness: ‘If you 
do not become 

like children, you 
shall not enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven’ 

–Ven. Pius XII

Come, children, hearken 
unto me, I will teach you 
the fear of the Lord. Run 
whilst you have the light 

of life…Keep this little Rule, 
which we have written 

for beginners, and by God’s 
grace, you shall arrive.

           –Rule of St. 
           Benedict

In Thee my life is lost.
Thy chosen ciborium am I.  –St. Therese

Therefore, having our loins girt with faith and the performance 
of good works, let us walk His ways under the guidance of the 
Gospel, that we may be found worthy of seeing Him who hath 

called us to His kingdom  –Rule of St. Benedict



In the pretty floweret’s cup, When the morning sun comes up,
You can see the tiny bee, Flitting fast through summer hours,
Visiting the woodland bowers, Gathering honey steadily.

I can do no great things,
only little things        
with great love. 

–St. Therese
                     

Ah! of love your 
treasure make;

And, each day, for 
Christ’s dear sake,

To His holy 
cradle come.

All the honey
of your 

love Give, 
sweet bee! 

to this 
meek Dove;

Make His Heart 
your hive and 

home!

And do you not think that on 
their side the great Saints, see-
ing what they owe to quite 

little souls, will love them 
with an incomparable love? 
Delightful and surprising 
will be the friendships found 
there - I am sure of it a sim-
ple little child may be the 
intimate friend of a Patri-
arch. Oh! how I long to 
dwell in that Kingdom 
of Love  –St. Therese

A WORD OR A SMILE 
IS OFTEN ENOUGH 
TO PUT FRESH LIFE 
IN A DESPONDENT 
SOUL.  –St. Therese

Our hearts and our bodies 
must, 
therefore, 
be ready 
to do 
battle 
under 
the
biddings 
of holy 
obedience; 
and let us ask the Lord that 
He supply by the help of His 
grace what is impossible to us 
by nature.   –Rule of St. Benedict



Bird’s eye view of construction in January

Roofing the north wing
The off-hours supervising crew

The sisters wave from the narthex and upper gallery for 
lay guests

The barrel vault over the choir (nave)

Below: our amazing Knights of Columbus who refurbished our pews brought from Mother Drexel’s shrine in Pennsylvania.



Progress
Building

Work on the sanctuary groin vault

The Sisters gather every Sunday in the choir and the northwest 

Progress on the southwest 

The stonework is nearing 
completion!
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