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Fr. James Jackson, Fssp conducted our
community retreat in November.

this year. In fact, it was so successful, that we decided to continue selling them
throughout the year. There is a wide assortment of non-Christmas cards to choose
from, including a variety for Easter. The cards are available for purchase directly
from our website. I am continually amazed by the array if artistic talents in our
community, and this is one way to share a little bit of that with all of you!

Our Christmas was exceptionally lovely this year, and the 12 days were crowned
by the reception of our five candidates on the Feast of Epiphany. The new postu-
lants each received a Miraculous Medal at the end of Mass, and after I washed their
feet and presented them with the Holy Rule of our Father St. Benedict, they were
officially welcomed into the community. The older Sisters encouraged each of them
with a hug and whisper of “perseverance!” Before the year is out, we have the po-
tential to witness seven investitures in the habit, two first professions, and two sol-
emn professions! May all be accomplished according to the will of our good God.

Our neighboring monks to the north at Conception Abbey have a new abbot, as
Abbot Gregory Polan was elected to be the Abbot Primate for the entire Benedic-
tine order. A few of the Sisters had the pleasure of attending the blessing of the new
Abbot Benedict in January, and we are looking forward to his first visit to Ephesus.

We are also eagerly anticipating the ground breaking of our permanent church
in April. God’s providence continues to uphold us, as we just received news of
a $100,000 gift from a local family! We have now raised about $1.6 million of our

$5 million goal in less than a year.
We are confident that Saint Joseph
will continue to inspire many souls
to assist with this beautiful proj-
ect. We are indebted for your past
support, and thank you in advance

Volunteers built for your generous gifts in response
a new cowshed, to this newsletter. I can’t wait to
“all in a day’s show you pictures of our soon-to-
work.” be construction site: your Lenten

alms becoming a concrete (and
stone!) reality.

We thank you our dear family for
your goodness, and please always
remember that we keep you tucked
in our hearts and prayers, day and
night~

In the Immaculate Heart of Mary,

ethn Coetia o5b

A bee-autiful first batch of honey from our hives!

“Yea though

| walk in the
valley of the Ihursday the
shadow of cat accosts an
death...” intruder,

Necessity is the mother
of invention: Sister Tarci-
sia took up carpentry to
accommodate more candi-
dates, making kneelers for
the oratory...

and stools for the
refectory.

Thanks for your Christmas donations,
Caroling CD and Christmas Card orders!

We were privileged to witness the First
Communion of Miss Gertrude Russell
just before Christmas.
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Home Sweet Home!



[ AM THE PROTECTOR OF THE CHURCH AND THE HOME, AS | WAS THE
PROTECTOR OF CHRIST AND HIS MOTHER WHILE [ LIVED UPON EARTH.
JESUS AND MARY DESIRE THAT MY PURE HEART, SO LONG HIDDEN AND
UNKNOWN, BE NOW HONORED IN A SPECIAL WAY. LET MY CHILDREN
HONOR MY MOST PURE HEART IN A SPECIAL MANNER ON THE FIRST
WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH BY RECITING THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES OF
THE ROSARY IN MEMORY OF MY LIFE WITH JESUS AND MARY AND THE
LOVE | BORE THEM, THE SORROW | SUFFERED WITH THEM.

LET THEM RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION IN UNION WITH THE LOVE
WITH WHICH [ RECEIVED THE SAVIOR FOR THE FIRST TIME AND EACH
TIME [ HELD HIM IN MY ARMS. THOSE WHO HONOR ME IN THIS WAY
WILL BE CONSOLED BY MY PRESENCE AT THEIR DEATH, AND | MYSELF
WILL CONDUCT THEM SAFELY INTO THE PRESENCE OF JESUS AND MARY.

—SHINT JOSEPH TO SR. MARY EPHREM, IN THE APPROVED
HAPPARITIONS OF OUR LADY OF AMERICA, 1958




IMPORTANT NOTICE!!

Out of almost 20,000 people who receive our newsletter, we hear back from only about 5000
throughout the entire year. To eliminate excess printing and mailing costs, we humbly ask that you

please return the enclosed response envelope if you would like to continue receiving our quar-
terly newsletters - no matter if you are able to give a gift at this time or not. We will then trim
down our mailing list to be sure printing and postage fees are not going to waste. Many thanks!!

ENROLL FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN A
NOVENA OF MASSES IN HONOR OF
THE MOST PURE HEART OF
SAINT JOSEPH, MARCH 19-27
AT BENEDICTINESOFMARY.ORG

MARY REJOICES EXCEEDINGLY WHEN SHE CAN ASSOCIATE HER PURE
SPOUSE WITH HERSELF IN THE GLORY AND HONOUR PAID TO HER.
HENCE, TO MANIFEST HER OWN LOVE, AND PROCURE HIM A GREAT-
ER NUMBER OF CLIENTS, AS WELL AS TO TESTIFY HER GRATITUDE TO
THOSE WHO WERE DEVOUT TO HIM, SHE HAS FREQUENTLY APPEARED
IN COMPANY WITH HIM. “FR. EDWARD'HEALY THOMPSON

then we will have raised $333,000 donated by
10,217 people, and enough in the bank to begin
construction with confidence! This leaves al-
most 10,000 on our list not accounted for. But
if these 10,000 souls could make their gift one
of prayer to Almighty God through the Most
Pure Heart of St. Joseph for the success of our
project, the Lord will surely hear those prayers!
For indeed, both spiritual and temporal support
are necessary for this project to advance!



https://music.benedictinesofmary.org/node/90




