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T H E B E N E D I C T I N E S O F M A R Y ,

At  Ephesus
DDeeaarr  FFaammiillyy,,  FFrriieennddss  aanndd  BBeenneeffaaccttoorrss,,

AAtt  lloonngg  llaasstt,,  wwee  aarree  hhoommee!!
““TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  LLoorrdd’’ss  ddooiinngg,,
aanndd  iitt  iiss  wwoonnddeerrffuull  iinn  oouurr
eeyyeess..””  ((PPss..  111177::2233)) WWee  aarree
ddeelliigghhtteedd  ttoo  bbee  wwrriittiinngg  ttoo
yyoouu  ffoorr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  ffrroomm
oouurr  nneeww  PPrriioorryy..  HHeerree,,  tthhee
sskkyy  iiss  eexxppaannssiivvee,,  tthhee  aaiirr  iiss
ffrreesshh,,  tthhee  ssuunnbbeeaammss  fflloooodd  iinn  tthhrroouugghh  oouurr  wwiinnddoowwss,,
aanndd  wwhheenn  yyoouu  ggoo  oouuttssiiddee,,  yyoouu  hheeaarr……..  nnootthhiinngg  aatt  aallll!!
TThhiiss  pprreecciioouuss  ssiilleennccee  iiss  aa  wweellccoommee  ffrriieenndd,,  mmoorree  rreeaadd--
iillyy  ddiissppoossiinngg  eeaacchh  ooff  uuss  ffoorr  tthhee  ssiilleenntt  ccoonntteemmppllaattiioonn  wwee
sseeeekk  wwiitthhiinn  oouurr  hheeaarrttss..

OOuurr  LLoorrdd  hhaass  iinnddeeeedd  ggrraanntteedd  uuss  aa  ttrreemmeennddoouuss  mmaattee--
rriiaall  bblleessssiinngg,,  bbuutt  HHee  hhaass  sshhoowweerreedd  uuppoonn  uuss  ggrreeaatt  ssppiirr--
iittuuaall  oonneess  aass  wweellll..  AAtt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  OOccttoobbeerr,,  wwee  rreecceeiivveedd
nneewwss  tthhaatt  FFrr..  CChhrriissttoopphheerr  HHeennddeerrssoonn,,  CCPPMM wwoouulldd  bbee
aassssiiggnneedd    oonnccee  aaggaaiinn  aass  oouurr  cchhaappllaaiinn  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  DDee--
cceemmbbeerr  11sstt..  SSoommee  ooff  yyoouu  mmaayy  rreeccaallll  tthhaatt  FFaatthheerr  sseerrvveedd

aass  oouurr  cchhaappllaaiinn  ffoorr  ttwwoo  yyeeaarrss  ssttaarrttiinngg bbaacckk  iinn  22000055..
UUppoonn  hheeaarriinngg  tthhee  nneewwss,,  tthhee  SSiisstteerrss  ggaatthheerreedd  iinn  tthhee
cchhaappeell  ttoo  ssiinngg  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  hhyymmnn  ooff  tthhaannkkssggiivviinngg,,  tthhee  TTee
DDeeuumm..  HHooww  vveerryy  ggrraatteeffuull  wwee  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  bbee  ffoorr  ssuucchh
aa  cclleeaarr  aanndd  ssiinngguullaarr  mmaanniiffeessttaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  lloovvee  aanndd
mmeerrccyy  ooff  OOuurr  LLoorrdd  ffoorr  tthhiiss  ccoommmmuunniittyy!!

TThhee  tthhiirrttyy--mmiillee  mmoovvee  ffrroomm  NNoorrtthh  KKaannssaass  CCiittyy  ttoo
GGoowweerr  wweenntt  ssmmooootthhllyy  aanndd  qquuiicckkllyy..  IInn  ffaacctt,,  wwee  hhaadd
ppllaannnneedd  oonn  ttwwoo  ddaayyss  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  iitt  oouutt,,  bbuutt  bbeeccaauussee  ooff
tthhee  ggeenneerroossiittyy  aanndd  hhaarrdd  wwoorrkk  ooff  ssoo  mmaannyy,,  ((oovveerr  110000!!))
wwee  wweerree  aabbllee  ttoo  ttrraannssffeerr  tthhee  eennttiirree  ccoonntteennttss  ooff  tthhee

mmoonnaasstteerryy  iinn  jjuusstt  oonnee..  HHeellpp
rraannggeedd  ffrroomm  ggoooodd  ffrriieennddss  ooff
tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy,,  ttoo  tthhee  ffoooott--
bbaallll  tteeaamm  ffrroomm  tthhee  hhiigghh
sscchhooooll  nneexxtt  ddoooorr,,  ttoo  aa  wwhhoollee
ccrreeww  ooff  rrooooffeerrss  wwhhoo  ddrroovvee
aallll  tthhee  wwaayy  ffrroomm    WWiicchhiittaa,,
ttrruucckkss  aanndd  aallll..  WWee  aarree  ssoo
ggrraatteeffuull  ttoo  eevveerryyoonnee  wwhhoo  aass--
ssiisstteedd  uuss  iinn  tthhiiss  ssoommeewwhhaatt
iinnttiimmiiddaattiinngg  eennddeeaavvoorr..
MMoovviinngg,,  ssoommeetthhiinngg  mmoosstt  ooff
uuss  ddrreeaadd,,  wwaass  ttuurrnneedd  iinnttoo  aa
mmoosstt  pplleeaassaanntt  aanndd  ppaaiinnlleessss
eexxppeerriieennccee..  MMaayy  aallll  wwhhoo
lleenntt  aa  hhaanndd  bbee  rriicchhllyy  rree--
wwaarrddeedd!!
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MOVING DAY! Clockwise from top left: 
Sr. Jean-Marie and Sr. Scholastica finish repainting the donated
altar the night before the move.

“Dad Villotti,” Sr. Tarcisia’s father, takes a coffee break with Sr.
Wilhelmina in Kansas City.

Members of the Turner Roofing Company and dozens of volun-
teers who brought and rented trucks turned a two-day move
into an incredible ten hour move!

Below, Sr.  Agnes directs friends from Kansas at our new home.
The Novitiate collapses at the end of a long day!

Center: The beautiful hand-carved crucifix that sculptor Felix Avalos
drove up from Texas on moving day. The gift now graces our refectory.



On moving day, the Sisters  on the Kansas City
end gathered together,  in the bare chapel for one
last time, kneeling in choir positions for the Office
of None. Only a few books had not been whisked
away and packed, so the Sisters shared or recited
from memory. There were no pews, no stations of
the cross, not even the consolation of the Lord’s
presence, but the charge of the Divine Office was
carried on. All of the Sisters reunited in the new
chapel for Vespers.  The altar was finished, the new
choir stalls in place, and the books unpacked, Deo
Gratias. Since it was December 17, the first of the
great “O Antiphons,” “O Sapientia,” was sung
with particular fervor and gratitude at the Magni-
ficat. The sisters processed out and embraced one
another. We are so blessed to carry out the work of
God in such a peaceful setting.

Bishop Finn came to bless the new Priory just two
days after the move. We processed through the
whole house, chanting a Litany of the Immaculate
Heart, while the Bishop scattered holy water in
every room. We then assisted at Mass for the first
time in our beautiful chapel. But up until the end

THANK YOU!!



of Mass, we could not yet call the Priory home. It be-
came so only when Our dear Lord took up His per-
petual abode in the tabernacle. 

The days after this wonderful celebration found them-
selves chock full of not only unpacking and putting
things in order, but also preparing for Christmas in six 

short days! Though it was all a bit daunt-
ing, everything was done with serenity, as
the work simply filled in the gaps left be-
tween the hours of the Divine Office.
There is an unhurried deliberateness as we
continue to unpack, but the move has
been a lesson in what we can do without!
We shared the same great consolations as
the Holy Family did at Christmas: little at
our disposal, but the warmth of a fire and
the charity of  one another. 

At the close of the Christmas Season, Feb-
ruary 2nd, our postulants and novices were
due to receive the habit and make their
first profession.  The blizzard which still
leaves us under drifts of snow blew the
profession forward another three weeks.
So another Advent begins for these Sisters,
who will make their vows on Sexagesima
Sunday. One week later, on March 6th, we
will have an Open House for all who
would like to see the new Priory.

Midnight Mass

An afternoon walk. 



It is a special prerogative of pru-
dence to aid others with good coun-

sel, to dispel their ignorance, to
remove their doubts, to show them the
path they must follow, the perils they
must avoid, the precautions to be
used. Therefore we invoke the title of
Virgin most prudent with the title
“Our Lady of Good Counsel.” She is
the Mother of Him Who is the coun-
sellor, and in the Divine Office those
mysterious words are applied to

Mary: “Counsel and equity are
mine, prudence is mine.” Who is
there among us in time of tempta-
tion of doubt, of perplexity, has in-
voked our dear Lady of Good
counsel and has not obtained light,
peace and ineffable joy? We all feel
the truth and beauty of St.
Bernard’s words: “In dangers, in
distress, in doubt, think of Mary,
call on Mary’s aid.”

The Conclusion of “Mary’s Prudence” from The Virtues of Mary by Fr. L. Lanzoni

We cannot thank God
enough, nor can we thank
you, our benefactors suffi-
ciently, for the great blessing
of this new Priory. May God
reward you eternally, and bless
you in every possible way this
year.

OPEN HOUSE
March 6, 2011
1:00—4:00 pm

The blessing of throats on
St. Blaise’s Day

Mother Cecilia and Sisters

In Corde Mariae,
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